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 Losing active Ingredients

 Lost efficacy

 Sustainable Use Directive

 Public Good, Agricultural Bill

 Net Zero

 Industry advocates

 Opportunity
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Conservation Agriculture

 Minimise soil disturbance

 Long and diverse crop rotations

 Keep the soil covered



Conservation Agriculture



Minimise Soil Disturbance



Building a 
home 



Increasing 
predators



Healthier 
soil hosting 
more 
beneficial 
insects and 
pests

Wessex Water



Faster, 
cleaner 
water 
infiltration

Photo courtesy Kamilla Skaalsveen
@KSkaalsveen



Keep the Soil Covered



Keep the Soil Covered



Rotations
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Integrated Pest Management

 Rotation

 Cover Crops

 Cultivation

 Variety Choice

 Monitoring

 Pesticide



Rotations



Cover Crops



Reduce soil 
compaction

Improve 
soil health

Encourage 
pollinators

Fertility 
building 
(legumes)

Nutrient 
capture

Improve 
water 
infiltration

Reduce 
soil 

erosion

Weed 
Suppression

Build SOM



Cover Crops



Variety Choice



Monitoring



Pesticides

 Right advice

 Right product

 Right rate of active

 Water quality and volume

 Application technique





 Drilling date

 Seed & fert

 Companions

 Residue

 Cultivations

 Moisture



Drilling Date



Seed and fert



Vetch

Oilseed Rape

Berseem Clover

Companions





Costs/Ha Benefits £/Ha

Seed Herbicide 

Fertiliser

Insecticide

£30 £35

£25

£5
Net Benefit 

£35/Ha



Residue



Cultivations



Moisture



Integrated Pest Management in Summary

 System approach

 Maintain margin

 Exciting way to farm

 Future support?

 Reverse the decline



“Never be afraid to try 
something new.

Remember amateurs built the 
Ark…

professionals built the 
titanic…..”

@No1FarmerJake


